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Oudh, and that he was in a position to confiscate all
the lands of the Province ; but the fact was that at that
moment such a policy was quite impossible. The
Province had still to be regarded as the enemy's
country; few chiefs were not holding out, and the
capture of Lucknow had merely dispersed the rebels,
so that they strengthened the hands of the rajahs and
zemindars. As time went on Lord Canning, who
was a sagacious man always ready to fit his policy
to the circumstances, made many modifications in his
Proclamation.

During the short time that Outram stayed at
Lucknow Russell established himself at his quarters
in Banks's Bungalow. He noted in particular one
conversation he had with him; he happened to
mention that a Russian general, who was con-
demning MenschikofPs position on the Alma, stated
that a river was the worst possible defence, that
a daring enemy could always cross it, that the army
which was attacked was always beaten, and that there
was in fact no remarkable instance in history of a river
being successfully used as a line defence. Outram
combated this view ably and at much length, and in
doing so surprised Russell with his ripe knowledge
of military history.